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CHRIST ,

God's Greatest Gift
Our Greatest Choice

%%mﬂ

CHRIST

Saturday, December 12
and
Sunday, December 13
at 7:30 p.m.
(Main Sanctuary)

A Musical Created by MIKE SPECK NUI’SEIJ/ will be prov/ded

Doors open at 6.45 p.m.

Arranged by Mike Speck, Cliff Duren and Danny Zaloudik

Orchestrated by Danny Zaloudik

JHBC Chil drenos

will be presented on
Sunday, December 6
at 7:00 p.m.
(Main Sanctuary)

Merry
Christmas!

an experlence in

Jof, PEACE. LIGHT ¢ LoVE
in Jesvs/

Created by Pam Andrews & Arranged by John DeVries

Happy Birthday Jesus
celebration will be held
immediately following

the musical in McDowell Hall
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Christmas is coming! And Advent is already here!

This is my and my familyoés fifth
o before, Adventisiota matter of celebrating Chri ,
m preparatlon of anticipation and expectation, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of o
% our Lord Jesus, the Messiah. «

““ Advent gets us ready for Christma#&/e think about how God broke into history, sending His Son th

“a save us from our sins. We think about the preparations Hedrsmae in miraculous ways, some throu@q

« the ordinary events of histadyand the promises He gave of salvation and deliverance. But we also I@bk

«\ ahead to the fulfillment of the promise that Christ will return in glory to judge the world, to right all the

% wrongs, and to create new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. And as we Iook“?s‘thead we
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ﬁxprepare our hearts so weobll be ready when Heqzcomes
&« Thatos what weore focusing on in our worshigp dur
“about the commercialization of Christmas thaf make

“,A} Advent is the antidote to that. It helps us focus and stay focused, reminding us that thelsedags It ﬁ:a

zﬁput s Bethlehem in the context of Godods greatgetern
«\ the manger was God the Son in the flesh who came to die on the cross and rise from the dead to s@e us, the
“*‘ King of kings and Lord of lords who will come again to bring His kingdom in its fullness, redeeming e‘yen

a the creation itself in new heavens and a new earth! Q\

k“ 0“
w For about a century Baptists have received an offering for foreign or international missions at %
““Chrlstmas. And weol | continue that good Bap“Llst t

& to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions (Southern Baptist International MIS%}O
Board) or to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Offering for Global Missions, or both. Also, if you rra%sed
«* giving to one of our other mission offerings through the year (Baptist Retirement Homes, Baptist Hospltal
“aBapt i st Childrends Homes, North Carolina Mi s‘%i ons,
ﬁ Annie Armstrong or CBF Global Missions), you can still give for this year and we will forward the fuqu to
m the appropriate recipients. In this time of great need and great shortfalls in giving to many of these &fforts,
you might even want to consider asking your family to make their Christmas gifts to you in the form Qf an
“a offering to a worthy mission cause in your honor.
@ As important as missions givingisand itisbt oo oft en we act as th oqﬁ gh th
«\support i s about. But ités not. m
“: Our WMU regularly reminds us of the importance of prayer support. There is no substitute for Ilftmg
ﬁ missionaries and their work in prayer to our God. Both giving and prayer are essential.
o~ But even these two cruci al i ngredients arenot en
«’f‘ world. Substantial giving to missions and dedicated prayer for missions are both good signs that a g;iwrch is
“ * missionminded But we really have to go a step farther to be tomynission with Chrigt His mission “7‘
g, must permeate everything we are and do! We have to order everything we do as a church around

@mission, so that His mission becomes our mlseé’lon.
ﬁ"*Jonesboro Hei ghts Baptist Church is that byﬂ‘the 0
“a embody the presence of the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ to Sanford and the world through“éu
@WOI‘ShIp, our witness, and our way of [Iife as@Hls 0
«* and around the world. «

““ Our church leadership (ministry staff, Deacons, and others) are actively seeking God and His difection
Zaabout how He wants to accomplish this througqiq us &
a\ the coming months. m

«* In the meantime, | want to challenge you, especially as we prepare to celebrate how our Lord JeSus

~ Christ came on His redemptive mission into the world, to consider how Godyearttsbe a part of His ‘%

& mission. Is it greater financial or prayer support? Is it more direct participation in some kind of Iocaﬁ
w ministry that proclaims the gospel in word and deed? Is God calling you to be involved in outreach {8 our
ﬁ“ surrounding community or communities? Is He calling you to participate in atshormission trip? Is ﬂ‘

aHe calling you to plant your Ilife in anot herepl ace
.Q
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f‘ FROM THE PASTORGs PERSPECTIVE. . . (Continued) ;f
-eo
@& Does God want you to be a prayer warrior for His mission, praying for those who serve, those V\m hear,
«* and for workers for the harvest? He has given us many gifts in our congregation, and He calls u§ to

Lparticipate in His mission in many dlffereht ways
“e as a member of the body of Christ? Or are you too occupied with other things?
@ I wonder . .. What if Christ had been to busy with other things to come? What if the apostle§ had

«‘ been too mvolved in other things to be consumed by the passion of His mission? What if no one?had

‘ ~ ever shared the good news of Jesus Christ . . . with us? z:
u’k

@ Just a reminder . . . Al ong with our Sum?day mo

¥ Choir musical Sunday evening, December 6. The Sanctuary Choir will present its musical Saturﬂay and
ﬂ Sunday evenings, December 12 and TBe Sunday before Christmas (December 20), our whole z:e.
¢ church family will come together at 11:00 a.m. for a combined Christmas worship service (no éx.?

;poeIebratlon Service that morning). Then on Chris
*“ Lessons, Carols, and Communion. This will give us the opportunity to worship together in celebf.!atlon
ﬂe.of Christdéds birth, then go to participate Ee.n our
,ﬂ us for each of these opportunities for Worshlp and fellowship.

ew Jo Ann, Jeffrey, Jonathan, and | wish you a blessed Advent and a merry Christmas filled Wltﬁ‘

ﬁ“ Godds gr aéandamed angd @eaperesense of His mission. f«%
;}Your servant for Jesusod6 sake, ﬁ:*

) . N

% Mark E. Gaskins *

o . '\

¢« Senior Pastor -

Mark Your Calendars z31 91 6 7118606 -EOO

¥ 3 ;
% Sunday, November 2% 7:00 PM - - Hanging of the Greens %

Thursday, December ¥ 11:00 AM - - Higher Heights/Seniors Christmas Luncheon
Sunday, December @ 7200 PM--# EE1 AOAT 60 #EOEOOI
Friday, December 11z Youth 30 Hour Famine Lockout
Saturday, December 1Z 7:30 PM- - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical

Sunday, December 13 7:30 PM- - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical

Sunday, December 2@ 11:00 AM- - Combined Worship Service




Christmas 101

#AlT UT O AAT EAOA EO60 Al OAAAU OEI A &£ O #EOEOOI A
[ 60 Eix OI Al OEAOh 1AO T A ETT x8 )y OAATT U Al 11 OA
iIT ATA PATPI A AOAh CAT AOAT T Uhh ET A CiTA 11T1TAS8 4 E A
many of us are under during the holidays.

| truly do believe that God has commanded us, as parents, to use every opportunity to teach
I 00 AEEI AOAT AAT 60 1060 AEAEOE | $AD60O89Qs %OAT xEAT
we are still teaching our children. They learn about driving by watching us (oh,no!). They learn how
to react in conflict by watching us. They figure out what is really important by what we spend most of
our time, energy, and money doing. So, believe me, Christmas is a major learning event.

%OAOU UAAO 100 AEEI AOAT EAAO OEA 00T OU T &£ *AOO
by the time they are 6 or 7 years old. Do you know what they are watching closely? You might not
really want to know. They are watching to see if you are really celebrating the birth of Jesus or just
observing the holiday season.

%OAOUAT AU 11 OGAO OI OAAREOA POAOAT OOs )y 080 O1 4
ET Ol #&£ET A OET OA DPOAOAT 6O O1 AAO OEA OOAAS )y 11 OA
presents. But, you and | both know that we walk a very fine line when we are trying to emphasize the
ETU T £ *AOOOS8 AEOOE ET OOAAA 1T &£ OEA AT i i AOAEAI OEARZ

children take notice.
)y OEETE | &£ #EOEOOIi AO AO AAETI ¢ A O7TEAO EfZed OAA
and be born in a cave over 2,000 years ago? | never lose that sense of wonder about that. So, let me
AT AT OOACA Ui &6 O1 Ai1TOEAAO A FEAx OxEAO EAS6Oed xEOE
What if you gathered together as a family to discuss how your family is going to honor the
birth of Jesus this year? Ask your children how you think your family should do this. What if we, as a
family, did more than just give each other presents? What if we honored Jesus by giving to others this
year? Letthem name some ways you might do that.
I AOI OOh xEAO EAZ UI OO0 AgOAT AAA EAIT EI U AAAEAAA Ol

AAAEAAA O1 EITT O AOOOS AEOOE AU AOQOUET C A AEI1TAE 14
bought a goat that would provide milk for a family in deep poverty? Both of these suggestions, and N
i ATuU IT 0OAh AOA AOAEI AAT A OEOI OCE 3Ai AOEOCAT 80 000O0A

When | give Gracie a gift, the best part is watching the look on her face. Imagine giving a gift
OEAO x1 OI' A COAAOI U Al OEAE OEA TEZA T &£ A EAITEI U8 )i
EAOA EI 171 OAA EEO AEOOE8 )OI 860 OEAO xEAO #EOEOOI AO
What if, year after year, in addition to receiving gifts from you, your children saw the effort
and imagination you, as a family, put into honoring Jesus. Can you imagine how that would change

OEAEO PAOAAPOETI | /£ #EOEOOI AGe 4EEO EO 1106 111U A
xEI'l Ul 6 OAAAE Ul 60 AEEI AOAT AOOET ¢ OEAOA x11 AAOAC
In Jesus,
Mike

Truly | tell you,whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done fomMatt. 25:40



