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 JHBC Childrenõs Musical    

 

will be presented on  

Sunday, December 6  

at 7:00 p.m.  

(Main Sanctuary)             

  

 

Happy Birthday Jesus  

celebration will be held  

immediately following  

the musical in McDowell Hall  
                                                       Created by Pam Andrews & Arranged by John DeVries  

 
JHBC Sanctuary Choir  

Presents  

on 
Saturday, December 12  

and 
Sunday, December 13  

at 7:30 p.m.  
(Main Sanctuary)  

 
 

Nursery will be provided  
Doors open at 6:45 p.m.  

 



FROM THE PASTORôS PERSPECTIVE . . .  

 

 Christmas is coming!  And Advent is already here! 

This is my and my familyôs fifth Advent and Christmas with you.  As Iôve reminded you  

before, Advent is not a matter of celebrating Christmas early.  Itôs a season of penitence and  

preparation, of anticipation and expectation, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth of 

our Lord Jesus, the Messiah.  

 Advent gets us ready for Christmas.  We think about how God broke into history, sending His Son to 

save us from our sins.  We think about the preparations He madeðsome in miraculous ways, some through 

the ordinary events of historyðand the promises He gave of salvation and deliverance.  But we also look 

ahead to the fulfillment of the promise that Christ will return in glory to judge the world, to right all the 

wrongs, and to create new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.  And as we look ahead, we 

prepare our hearts so weôll be ready when He comes. 

 Thatôs what weôre focusing on in our worship during the Sundays of Advent 2009.  We often complain 

about the commercialization of Christmas that makes it so easy to lose sight of what itôs really all about.  

Advent is the antidote to that.  It helps us focus and stay focused, reminding us that these are holy days.  It 

puts Bethlehem in the context of Godôs great eternal purpose of redemption, reminding us that the baby in 

the manger was God the Son in the flesh who came to die on the cross and rise from the dead to save us, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords who will come again to bring His kingdom in its fullness, redeeming even 

the creation itself in new heavens and a new earth! 

  

 For about a century Baptists have received an offering for foreign or international missions at  

Christmas.  And weôll continue that good Baptist tradition again this year.  As in recent years, you may give 

to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions (Southern Baptist International Mission 

Board) or to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Offering for Global Missions, or both.  Also, if you missed 

giving to one of our other mission offerings through the year (Baptist Retirement Homes, Baptist Hospital, 

Baptist Childrenôs Homes, North Carolina Missions, World Hunger, or North American Missions through 

Annie Armstrong or CBF Global Missions), you can still give for this year and we will forward the funds to 

the appropriate recipients.  In this time of great need and great shortfalls in giving to many of these efforts, 

you might even want to consider asking your family to make their Christmas gifts to you in the form of an  

offering to a worthy mission cause in your honor. 

 As important as missions giving isðand it is!ðtoo often we act as though thatôs all that missions  

support is about.  But itôs not. 

 Our WMU regularly reminds us of the importance of prayer support.  There is no substitute for lifting  

missionaries and their work in prayer to our God.  Both giving and prayer are essential. 

 But even these two crucial ingredients arenôt enough in the mix of being on mission with Christ in the 

world.  Substantial giving to missions and dedicated prayer for missions are both good signs that a church is 

mission-minded.  But we really have to go a step farther to be truly on mission with ChristðHis mission 

must permeate everything we are and do!  We have to order everything we do as a church around His  

mission, so that His mission becomes our mission.  And the way weôve chosen to express our mission as the 

Jonesboro Heights Baptist Church is that ñby the grace of God and the power of His Holy Spirit, we will 

embody the presence of the crucified and risen Lord Jesus Christ to Sanford and the world through our  

worship, our witness, and our way of life as His disciples.ò  That means living out the mission of Christ here 

and around the world. 

 Our church leadership (ministry staff, Deacons, and others) are actively seeking God and His direction 

about how He wants to accomplish this through us as a congregation.  Youôll be hearing more about that in 

the coming months. 

 In the meantime, I want to challenge you, especially as we prepare to celebrate how our Lord Jesus 

Christ came on His redemptive mission into the world, to consider how God wants you to be a part of His 

mission.  Is it greater financial or prayer support?  Is it more direct participation in some kind of local  

ministry that proclaims the gospel in word and deed?  Is God calling you to be involved in outreach to our 

surrounding community or communities?  Is He calling you to participate in a short-term mission trip?  Is 

He calling you to plant your life in another place to carry the gospel to those who havenôt yet heard it? 



FROM THE PASTORôS PERSPECTIVE . . . (Continued) 

 

Does God want you to be a prayer warrior for His mission, praying for those who serve, those who hear, 

and for workers for the harvest?  He has given us many gifts in our congregation, and He calls us to  

participate in His mission in many different ways.  Are you striving to use your gifts in Godôs mission 

as a member of the body of Christ?  Or are you too occupied with other things? 

 I wonder . . .  What if Christ had been to busy with other things to come?  What if the apostles had 

been too involved in other things to be consumed by the passion of His mission?  What if no one had 

ever shared the good news of Jesus Christ . . . with us? 

  

 Just a reminder . . .  Along with our Sunday morning Advent services, weôll have our Childrenôs 

Choir musical Sunday evening, December 6.  The Sanctuary Choir will present its musical Saturday and 

Sunday evenings, December 12 and 13.  The Sunday before Christmas (December 20), our whole 

church family will come together at 11:00 a.m. for a combined Christmas worship service (no  

Celebration Service that morning).  Then on Christmas Eve, weôll gather at 5:00 p.m. for our Service of 

Lessons, Carols, and Communion.  This will give us the opportunity to worship together in celebration 

of Christôs birth, then go to participate in our own family festivities.  I hope youôll all make plans to join 

us for each of these opportunities for worship and fellowship. 

  Jo Ann, Jeffrey, Jonathan, and I wish you a blessed Advent and a merry Christmas filled with 

Godôs grace and peaceðand a new and deeper sense of His mission. 

 

Your servant for Jesusô sake, 

 
Mark E. Gaskins 

Senior Pastor 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars ɀ 3Ï 9ÏÕ 7ÏÎȭÔ -ÉÓÓ 4ÈÅÓÅ %ÖÅÎÔÓȦ 
 

Sunday, November 29 ɂ 7:00 PM  - - Hanging of the Greens 
  

Thursday, December 3 ɀ 11:00 AM  - -  Higher Heights/Seniors Christmas Luncheon 
 

Sunday, December 6 ɀ 7:00 PM - - #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ -ÕÓÉÃÁÌ 
 

Friday, December 11 ɀ Youth 30 Hour Famine Lockout 
 

Saturday, December 12 ɀ 7:30 PM - - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical 
 

Sunday, December 13 ɀ 7:30 PM - - Sanctuary Choir Christmas Musical 
 

Sunday, December 20 ɀ 11:00 AM - - Combined Worship Service 



 
 
 
 

                                                                            

 

Christmas 101  

 

               #ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȩ  4ÉÍÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÌÏ× ÄÏ×Î Á ÂÉÔȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÆÉÇÕÒÅ 
ÏÕÔ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÌÅÔ ÍÅ ËÎÏ×Ȣ  ) ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÄÏ ÌÏÖÅ 4ÈÁÎËÓÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÇÏÉÎÇ 
ÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅȟ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙȟ ÉÎ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÍÏÏÄȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÓÕÒÅ 
many of us are under during the holidays. 
               I truly do believe that God has commanded us, as parents, to use every opportunity to teach 
ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ɉ$ÅÕÔȢφɊȢ  %ÖÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ÔÈÉÎË ×ÅȭÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ 
we are still teaching our children.  They learn about driving by watching us (oh,no!).  They learn how 
to react in conflict by watching us. They figure out what is really important by what we spend most of 
our time, energy, and money doing.  So, believe me, Christmas is a major learning event. 
               %ÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ  4ÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÇÏÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÉÇÕÒÅÄ ÏÕÔ 
by the time they are 6 or 7 years old.  Do you know what they are watching closely?  You might not 
really want to know.  They are watching to see if you are really celebrating the birth of Jesus or just 
observing the holiday season. 
               %ÖÅÒÙÂÏÄÙ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓȢ  )ÔȭÓ ÓÏ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÕÐ ÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÎ 
ÉÎ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅȢ  ) ÌÏÖÅ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÏË ÏÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÆÁÃÅÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
presents.  But, you and I both know that we walk a very fine line when we are trying to emphasize the 
ÊÏÙ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÒÃÉÁÌ ÓÉÄÅȢ  7Å ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÄ ÕÐ ÔÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ  
children take notice. 
               ) ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÉÆȩȱ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ  7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ 'ÏÄ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÆÏÒÍ  
and be born in a cave over 2,000 years ago?  I never lose that sense of wonder about that.  So, let me  
ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ Á ÆÅ×  Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÆȭÓȩȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ 
               What if you gathered together as a family to discuss how your family is going to honor the 
birth of Jesus this year?  Ask your children how you think your family should do this.  What if we, as a 
family, did more than just give each other presents?  What if we honored Jesus by giving to others this 
year?  Let them name some ways you might do that. 
               !ÄÕÌÔÓȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ȰÓÔÕÆÆȟȱ ÙÏÕ  
ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÏÎÏÒ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÂÙ ÂÕÙÉÎÇ Á ÆÌÏÃË ÏÆ ÇÅÅÓÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÉÎ !ÆÒÉÃÁȩ  7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ 
bought a goat that would provide milk for a family in deep poverty?  Both of these suggestions, and 
ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅȟ ÁÒÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 3ÁÍÁÒÉÔÁÎȭÓ 0ÕÒÓÅȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÉÎÆÏ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÓÅÅ ÍÅȢ 
               When I give Gracie a gift, the best part is watching the look on her face.  Imagine giving a gift 
ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÅÎÒÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙȢ )ÍÁÇÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÏË ÏÎ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÆÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÓÅÅÓ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÈÏÎÏÒÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ )ÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÉÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȩ 
               What if, year after year, in addition to receiving gifts from you, your children saw the effort 
and imagination you, as a family, put into honoring Jesus.  Can you imagine how that would change 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȩ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÇÉÖÉÎÇȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȢ  7ÈÁÔ 
×ÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÄÁÙÓ ÁÈÅÁÄȩ   7ÈÁÔ ÉÆȣȩ 
                                                                                                                              
        In Jesus, 

        Mike  
 
Truly I tell you,whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done for me.- Matt. 25:40 
 


