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Taking Up the Mantle

2Kings2:1-14

There stood Elisha on the banks of the Jordan RiverWéaring Elijah’ ssloak, or as most
tranglations render it, his mantle.

Elisha had just crossed the Jordan on dry gro
water with it. Just asthey did for Elijah alittle
mantle, the waters divided to the left and right 1Q
waters of the Red Sea parted for Moses el Ites vatersef the Jordan
stopped flowing when the priests carrying the's c

.m\ struck the
yith this same

The mantle

Now just what was this mantle?

Well, from aliteral perspective, it was a cloak, an outer garment. Sometimes a mantle was
more like a cape; sometimes it was more like a sl eeveless coat.

! From the Revised Sandard Version; unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures are from the New International
Version.



Elijah’ s mantle was apparently made from woven animal hair. In 2 Kings 1:8, when a
messenger of King Ahaziah brings a message from the LoRD for the king given to him by aman
he didn’t recognize, the king recognizes him as Elijah by the messenger’ s description of him as
“aman with agarment of hair and with aleather belt around hiswaist.” In the Gospels, John the
Baptist wore asimilar garment made of camel’s hair and aleather belt, showing that he was a
prophet like Elijah (Matthew 3:4; Mark 1:6).

But symboalically, this mantle was so much more than a cloak. This particular kind of mantle
seems to have been the appropriate dress for a prophet of the LORD. So for Eligl earing
Elijah’s mantle declared that he was indeed the chosen successor of Elijah.

Elijah’srelationship with Elisha

Now Elishawas not the only other prophet or prophet-in-tr

During this time, there were prophetic guilds, what the New Inter
as “the company of the prophets’ (2 Kings 2:3, 5, 7, 15 Hebrew is
prophets,” and many translations render it that way. Th&
and worked together, often following a prophetic | eade as considered an of God.”
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he operatedbcompl endently of
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lyah was Elisha s mentor,

€' ve sometimes |ost sight of just
derful mentors throughout my life—

my ministry. Some
with me out of theikx

yith limited education, but they gladly shared
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e thing for someone else.” | guessthat’s one reason Christian
on has been so important to me ever since. I1t’s so crucial for seasoned ministersto
. selves in younger ministers, to help them become al God cals them to be.

But that’s not just true for ministers—mentoring is a powerful discipleship tool aswell.
Think what a powerful thing it could be if seasoned saints came aongside younger disciplesto
encourage and guide them in their life with Christ! What if adult believers invested themselvesin
children and youth to help them grow to become strong disciples of Jesus?

Thiswas the kind of relationship Elijah had with Elisha.

This last episode of Elijah’sfiery life shows what that relationship was like. From the
beginning, Elisha s commitment had been wholehearted. When Elijah threw his mantle around
his shoulders, Elisha could use al those oxen for afeast and use his farm implements as fuel to



cook them because he would never need the oxen or the tools again. He would never turn back.

That faith and commitment were evident in this story. Even though Elijah kept telling Elisha
to stay behind as he went, Elishainsisted on being with his master up to the very end.

Did you notice a pattern in the story? Three times Elijah saysto Elisha, “ Stay here; the LORD
has sent me to Bethel,” then “to Jericho,” then “to the Jordan” (2:2, 4, 6). Each time, Elisha
responds, “As surely asthe LORD lives and as you live, | will not leave you” (2:2)4, 6). Thefirst
two times, the company of the prophets (first those from Bethel, then those from Jefi
Elisha, “Do you know that the LORD is going to take your master from yqQu toda
responds, “Yes, | know, but do not speak of it” (2:3, 5). But the third time, fifty

of the prophets from Jericho simply stand at a distance and watch as.Elij S
he and Elisha cross the Jordan on dry ground (2:7-8).
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Elisha s faithfulness and perseverance shine through here,
conversation and events that follow.

After they cross the Jordan, Elijah asks Elisha, “Tell
taken from you?’ Spoken like a true mentor, interested
himself in for the future!
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Andso...

And so what does this story from nearly 3,000 years ago say to ustoday at Jonesboro Height
Baptist Church?

What doesit say to us about following Jesus? In the Gospel passage we read this morning
(Luke 9:57-62), Jesus encounters three men who are interested in following him. The first
volunteers, “I will follow you wherever you go.” Jesus warns him that it will be atough journey
with no homein thisworld. It will take rea faith, genuine trust in him. Jesus calls the second to
follow him, but the man says, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesustells him that his



call takes precedence even over sacred family duties. In other words, he calls for absolute
commitment. The third man also volunteers, but first wants to say good-by to his family, much
like Elisha did. Jesus doesn’t forbid him to say good-by, but he does remind him that “No one
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back isfit for service in the kingdom of God.” In other
words, it will take perseverance.

Let me put it thisway. If we are to take up Jesus’ mantle, it means denying
up our cross, and following him. It means turning every aspect of ourselves and o
him and his control, and trusting him completely.

Or from another angle of vision, what does this story say to us about
from a passing generation of believers who have been so dedicated tq th
Asthey pass off the scene, who will fill their shoes? Who will t

Some people want to love Jesus but not his church. But if y
love his church? It’s his body, his bride, histemple on earth! Won’t
part of his people? Won’'t we want to be a part of hiskin work int

Look around, my brothers and sisters. Many have y gone to be with the Lord, and

others are growing older.
If we don’t take up that mantle, who will?
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