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Don’t Missthe Relationship!
Mark 12:28-34

It was December 1903, at Kitty Hawk on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. After many
failed attempts, Wilbur and Orville Wright were finally successful in getting their “flying
machine” airborne. With great excitement, they telegraphed a message to their sister Katherine
back in Ohio, saying: “We have actually flown 120 feet. Will be home for Christmas.”

Knowing this was big news, their sister Katherine hurried to the editor of the local
newspaper. When she showed him the telegram, he glanced at it and said, “How nice. The boys
will be home for Christmas.” He totally missed the point—a human being had actually flown!*

Sometimes it’s easy to miss what’ s really important, especially when we get caught up in
majoring on the minors. We often do that as Christians, don’t we—Dboth individually and as a
church?

We focus on activities and results. And those things are important. By nature, we Baptists
especially tend to be activists, at least in our mindset if not in practice. We aways focus on
doing something, don’t we?

But when we make activities and results our primary focus, we'rein danger of missing
what’ s really most important, what should be the center point of our focus—our relationship with
God.

This morning, we' re continuing our look at the themes of Henry Blackaby’ s study,
Experiencing God: Knowing and Doing the Will of God.2

So far, we' ve thought together about what it means to know God, and how knowing God’'s
nature is related to doing God' s will. We' ve considered what God wants, and |ast week, we
looked at the first of what Blackaby describes as “ Seven Redlities of Knowing God”—that God
isaways at work around us.

Today we' re focusing on the second of those realities: God pursues a continuing love
relationship with you that isreal and personal.

Our textisMark 12:28-34. Follow along asweread. READ TEXT ...

! From Our Daily Bread.

2 In this sermon series, | am relying heavily on Blackaby’ s ideas as presented in Henry T. Blackaby and Claude
V. King, Experiencing God: How to Live the Full Adventure of Knowing and Doing the Will of God (Nashville:
Broadman & Holman, 1994).



Questions and answers

Thistext is part of alarger section of Mark’s Gospel that tells us how some of the Jewish
political and religious leaders were trying to trap Jesus in something He might say.

Some of the Pharisees along with some Herodians had failed to trap Him with a question
about paying taxesto Caesar. Some Sadducees, who didn’'t believe in the resurrection, had failed
to tie Him up theologically with a hypothetical question about the resurrection.

Mark tells us that one of the scribes, ateacher of the law, heard what they had been asking
Jesus and heard how Jesus responded. Then he asked Jesus area question, a question that he
really wanted to know what Jesus thought about it: “Of all the commandments, which is the most
important?’ (12:28).3

Jesus didn’t hesitate in the least to answer him. He said:

“The most important one is this: ‘Hear, O Isragl, the Lord our God, the Lord isone. Love
the Lord your God with al your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with
all your strength.” The second isthis: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” Thereisno
commandment greater than these” (12:29-31).

Jesus was quoting the Shema from Deuteronomy 6:4-5, along with Leviticus 19:18.

The Shema recognizes God' s sovereign uniqueness and calls His people to love Him with al
their heart, soul, mind, and strength—in other words, with all oneis!

These were the words, this was the call that the synagogue service would open with every
Sabbath day. The same s often true today in the Jewish synagogues.

When this scribe heard Jesus' reply, he strongly agreed with Jesus. And when Jesus heard
the scribe’ s affirmation, He commended his insight by saying, “You are not far from the
kingdom of God” (12:32-34).

What did Jesus mean?

Isn’t the point of thistext clear? Jesus declared that God' s greatest commandment isto love
God with on€e' s entire being—heart, soul, mind, and strength. What He said focuses our minds
and our hearts on thistruth: Our personal love relationship with God is the most important thing
inlife. And it proclaims aclear warning to us—don’t miss the relationship!

As Blackaby putsit, God continually pursues such arelationship with us in ways that are real
and personal.* That was true with Adam and Eve, with Abraham, with Moses, and with God's
people down through the ages! He has created us for a relationship with Him! And that
personal love relationship with God is the most important thing in life!

We need to get a hold on three things about this relationship—or better yet, these three things
need to get a hold on us!

First, God initiates the relationship, and we respond to His love.

Think about what the Bible tells us about this.

e “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life’ (John 3:16, NASB).

% Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotationsin this sermon are taken from the New International Version
(NIV).
* Blackaby and King, 50-62.



e For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blamelessin his
sight. Inlove he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has
freely given usin the One he loves (Ephesians 1:4-6).

e Welove, because hefirst loved us (1 John 4:19).

God initiates the relationship in His love; we respond to Him in love. That’s how it works!
We would never enter into arelationship with Him by our own initiative because we' ve al been
marred by sin. We would never seek Him on our own. But He seeksus. Hecallsus. Heloves
us. Hereachesout to us. When we respond, it’s because He has aready been taking the
initiativel

Here' s the second thing about this relationship: Our love for God must be exclusive and total!

TheLordisone God! Or astheNRsv trandates the Shema in Deuteronomy 6:4, “The LORD
isour God, the LORD alone. ..” He has exclusive claim over our lives as Creator, Redeemer,
and Lord. Heisajeaous God, who demands exclusive love for and loyalty to Himself
(Deuteronomy 6:15).

Sowe'reto love the Lord aone as our God. He will not tolerate competitors. Asoneold
preacher put it, “He will be Lord of all or Hewon't be Lord at all.” Our love for and devotion to
Him must be exclusive.

And it must be total. We're to love Him with our total being—with our whole heart, our
whole soul, our whole mind (Jesus added this interpretively), and our whole strength. This
covers every aspect of our being—our wills, our minds, our bodies, our entire selves!

Blackaby emphasizes that thisis arelationship that’s continuing, real, and personal. Because
itisalove relationship where we experience God' s love and wein turn love Him, we want to
spend time with Him. But we have to nurture the relationship continually and intentionaly
through time with God in prayer, study, and enjoying His presence, and through being attentive
to Him in everything we do.

What we' re talking about hereis like the loving and exclusive commitment of marriage.
Couples who love each other want to be with each other, and being together provides the
opportunity for their love to grow even deeper. They’re in arelationship in which they’re
devoted exclusively to each other—no one else is to come between them, and they’ re to have this
kind of relationship with no other person.

In the same way, we are to have no other gods besides the Lord, and we' re not to put anyone
or anything before Him. We're to be absolutely and exclusively committed to Him. And we're
to nurture our relationship with Him by spending time with Him in prayer, study, worship, and
being attentive to Him.

It'saso alot like a healthy, nurturing parent-child relationship. There' sjoy in being with
our children and helping them to grow into responsible adults. And in our time with God and
our relationship with Him, He nurtures us and fashions us into who He wants us to be and
become for thislife and for eternity!



And here sthe third thing: Everything else in the Christian life grows out of this love
relationship.

Don't miss that!

So often we lack motivation in our worship, our witness, and our serviceto God. Could it be
that the root of the problem is that our relationship with Him isn't really arelationship
characterized by love?

When we love God with all our being, the fulfillment of the second commandment naturally
follows—we love our neighbor as ourselves.

When we love God and our neighbor, a Christian lifestyle naturally flows out of our
relationship with God.

e A lifeof prayer where we enjoy God!

e Genuine worship as we eagerly praise God with His people, hearing and responding to

Hisword in faithful obedience!

e Missiona witness aswe gladly tell others about Christ and His love through our words of

witness and our deeds of love!

e Actsof ministry aswe follow Jesus, serving as He served!

e Generous stewardship as we joyfully give as Jesus gave Himself for us (2 Corinthians

8:9)!

In John 14:15, Jesus told His disciples, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”
(Rsv). Isn't our obedience the real indicator of the depth of our love for Jesus?

When we redlly love Him, this love relationship is the well-spring of our obedience, our
worship, our witness, and our service.

Don’t missthe relationship

Have you missed the relationship? Have you put so much emphasis on doing in your
Chrigtian life that you’ ve missed out on enjoying your relationship with God? Jesus made it
clear—our personal love relationship with God is the most important thing in life. If we're
missing that, we're not really experiencing God!

Throughout the history of Christianity, there’ s been a tension between the contemplative life,
where al the focusis on one' srelationship with God, and the activist life, where all the focusis
on doing. But according to Jesus, it’s not to be either/or, but rather both/and. The ideal Jesus
callsusto isto focus on our relationship with God. Then out of that relationship flows adesire
to be with Him and to worship and serve Him in the world.

Remember Mary and Martha? While Marthawas so busy serving in the kitchen, getting
things done, Mary was at Jesus’ feet, hanging on His every word! When Martha complained to
Jesus, He said, “Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

So brothers and sisters, whatever you do, don’t miss the relationship!
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